
Appendix G 
 

TIMELINE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
DURING THE ATTACKS 

Tuesday, September 11, 20121 
EDT / EET 
 
3:42 pm / 9:42 pm—First attack on the Benghazi Mission compound 

begins.  

4:21 pm / 10:21 pm—The White House Situation Room convenes a 

meeting. 

4:32 pm / 10:32 pm—The National Military Command Center [NMCC] 

at the Pentagon is notified of the attacks. 

5:00 pm / 11:00 pm—Secretary of Defense, Leon E. Panetta, and 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Martin E. Dempsey, meet with the 

President at the White House. 

5:10 pm / 11:10 pm—The first Drone arrives in Benghazi. 

5:23 pm / 11:23 pm—All State Department personnel evacuate to the 

Benghazi CIA Annex. Ambassador Christopher Stevens is unaccounted 

for. 

5:38 pm / 11:38 pm —The Secretary of State calls David H. Petraeus, 

Director, Central Intelligence Agency.  

                                                      
1 Eastern Daylight Time (Washington, DC) and Eastern European Time 
(Benghazi) are used. 
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6:00 pm / 12:00 am—The Secretary of Defense convenes a meeting at 

the Pentagon. 

6:49 pm / 12:49 am—The Secretary of State calls the Libyan President. 

6:58 pm / 12:58 am—Gregory Hicks, Deputy Chief of Mission, Tripoli, 

reports another mob gathering at Annex. 

7:05 pm / 1:05 am—The Secretary of State holds a conference call with 

Cheryl Mills, Chief of Staff, State Department, Patrick F. Kennedy, 

Under Secretary for Management, State Department, Gregory Hicks, 

Deputy Chief of Mission, Libya, Stephen Mull, Executive Secretariat, 

State Department, Thomas Nides, Deputy Secretary for Management and 

Resources, Jacob Sullivan, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy and Director, 

Office of Policy Planning. 

7:19 pm / 1:19 am—Jeremy Bash, Chief of Staff, Department of Defense 

emails potential response forces to Jacob Sullivan, Cheryl Mills, and 

others.  

7:30 pm / 1:30 am—Team Tripoli arrives at the airport in Benghazi. 

7:30 pm / 1:30 am—The White House convenes a meeting via secured 

teleconference video with representatives from the State Department, the 

Defense Department, and the intelligence community on the U.S. 

response to the attacks in Benghazi. 

7:40 pm / 1:40 am—The Embassy in Tripoli receives a call from a 

missing Diplomatic Security Agent phone about an American at the 

hospital. 
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8:30 pm / 2:30 am—NMCC holds a conference call with AFRICOM, 

EUCOM, CENTCOM, TRANSCOM and the four services about the 

military response to Benghazi.  

8:39 pm / 2:39 am—The NMCC conveys authorization to the FAST to 

prepare to deploy and the CIF to move to an intermediate staging base. 

8:53pm / 2:53 am—The NMCC conveys formal authorization to deploy 

the U.S. Based Special Operations Force to an intermediate staging base.  

9:57 pm / 3:57 am—Bash emails Sullivan and asks, “Any word from the 

hospital?” 

10:27 pm / 4:27 am—The President calls the Secretary of State. 

10:34 pm / 4:34 am—The Diplomatic Security Command Center at the 

State Department issues an update that Libyans have confirmed Stevens 

is in a hospital and has been killed.  

10:39 pm / 4:39 am—Kennedy sends a photo of Stevens from Twitter to 

Mills. 

11:00 pm / 5:00 am—The established N-hour.  

11:05 pm / 5:05 am—Team Tripoli arrives at the Annex in Benghazi. 

11:17 pm / 5:17 am—The first mortar hits the Annex in Benghazi. 

11:38 pm / 5:38 am—The Secretary of State emails: “Cheryl told me the 

Libyans confirmed his death.” 

11:41 pm / 5:41 am—Diplomatic Security Command Center reports 

mortar fire at the annex and new injuries to the American personnel. 
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11:45 pm / 5:45 am—A McDonough email notes the Secretary of 

Defense called Pastor Jones. 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

12:05 am / 6:05 am—AFRICOM orders a C-17 aircraft to prepare to 

deploy to Libya. 

12:12 am / 6:12 am—Mills informs McDonough “we’re pulling 

everyone out of Benghazi.” 

1:00 am / 7:00 am—The CIF is ready to deploy 

1:19 am / 7:19 am—Admiral James Winnefeld, Vice Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, emails we “now have dip clearance for FAST 

platoon to Tripoli …” 

1:31 am / 7:31 am—The first plane leaves from the Benghazi airport 

with the survivors en route to Tripoli. 

1:40 am / 7:40 am—Winnefeld sends another email: “first airplane 

departs Ramstein at 0600z [2:00 am / 8:00 am]” 

2:15 am / 8:15 am—The C-17 aircraft departs Germany to Tripoli to 

evacuate Americans. 

2:25 am / 8:25 am—Steven’s death is confirmed when the security 

officers from CIA and the State Department receives his body. 

~ 4:00 am / 10:00 am—The second plane provided by the Libyan Air 

Force departs with all remaining U.S. personnel in Benghazi for Tripoli. 
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~ 6:00 am / 12:00 pm—A C-130 aircraft arrives at Rota Spain to 

transport the FAST to Tripoli. 

~ 7:00 am / 1:00 pm—The FAST completes loading the C-130 aircraft 

and is ready to depart. 

~ 10:00 am / 4:00 pm—The FAST departs Rota Spain en route to 

Tripoli. 

~ 10:00 am / 4:00 pm—The CIF’s C-130 aircrafts arrive at the airport. 

~ 11:00 am / 5:00 pm—The CIF departs en route to the intermediate 

staging base. 

~ 2:00 pm / 8:00 pm—CIF arrives at an intermediate staging base. 

2:56 pm / 8:56 pm—FAST platoon arrives in Tripoli. 

3:28 pm / 9:28 pm—The Special Operations Force deployed from the 

U.S. arrives at the intermediate staging base. 

4:19 pm / 10:19 pm—The C-17 aircraft with Americans evacuated from 

Tripoli arrives in Germany. 
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The following timeline, the “Comprehensive Timeline of Events – Benghazi,” 
provides further detail about the events that occurred during the attack.   This is a 
timeline of events compiled by the State Department using information obtained 
from the DVR footage of the Benghazi Mission compound and the Annex, as well as 
interviews, and logs maintained at the Tactical Operations Center at the Embassy in 
Tripoli and at the Diplomatic Security Command Center.   
 
The Committee makes this timeline available to the public with the following 
corrections: 
 
 

• Time stamp 0503.00: The “unidentified LN Motorcade” was not February 
17 Martyrs Brigade.  It was the Libya Shield. 

• Time stamp 0614.00: The motorcade that arrived was the Libyan Military 
Intelligence. 
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Last Edit: 20121101 Comprehensive Tlmellne of Events· Benghazi 

Source Material 

This timellne Is constructed from DVR footage of the U.S. Special Mission Cor:ipound (USSMC) 
and U.S. Special Mission Compound Annex (Annex) from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) as well as FBI interviews conducted with releva~t parties In the days immediately 
following the events, logs of events maintained by the Tactical Operations Center at U.S. Embassy 
Tripoli and at the Diplomatic Security Command Center (DSCC), and the DSCC phone logs. No further 
Information has been utlllzed. All Information sources for events are listed In the far right column. 
This document is a draft working product unless expressly indicated otherwise. 

This document is Law Enforcement Sensitive (LES) and should not be utlllzed for follow-on analysis 
unless expressly Indicated. All labels, Identities, and assumptions are subject to change. 

Ume References 
Analysis of both DVR systems indicates that the Annex DVR system's timestamp is 02 minutes and 
04 secor1ds behind the tlmestamp for the USS MC. For accuracy, the time adjusted to the USSMC 
system has been provided in the "Synched to USSMC" column. In addition, a comparison of observed 
sunrise with recorded sunrise by the U.S. Naval Observatory, while imprecise, does provide 
assurance that times provided by both DVR systems are accurate to within a few minutes of real time. 
(Recorded Sunrise: 0622 Observed through treellne by Annex Camera 5: 062B on Sep 12, 2.012) 

September 11-12 2012 
' Svnc"'-" to . 

nvR Time ILoc~" ~ lo&M!O!J mm ~ 

' 
.. 

' 

2 Individuals (presumed to be Ambassador 
Stevens and Turkish dignitary) walk through 

1939.26 USSMC Rarden north of Villa C to Gate Cl. USSMC 12 

' . v.e!iicJe!dep~~ tQ E.ist'{'pres\:l,ned to IJe 
l940.08 . USSMC · i:urklsh dignlti\fy). . US£MC8. 

Individual (presumed to be Ambassador 
Stevens) returns from Gate Cl through 

1941.34 USSMC garden to Villa C vicinity. USSMC 12 
' •' . ' ·, ·, 

: ,,. , • .i • 1" < - ' ., 
· l\llot0r.:a~~ ic\ eri~~rs ce,npoqtid from, Gate 

2010.09 ' .IJSSMC. . C11{pt~sumed·t<>h~ B'ritish s~curltyteafll): USSMC12 
Four individuals depart USSMC (presumed 

2027.26 USSMC British security team). USSMC 12 
.. . '• 

' ' . 

· 210;,,.so . USSMC SapremeSem:irlty Cquncli tta~k arrives.at Ci. USSMC8 
Supreme Security Council truck departs Cl 

2142,14 USSMC Gate. Occupant(s) never exit vehicle. US5MC8 
2 toca.lNatlonal Guaids·{Blue M<:iuntalA 

2142.20 l,ISSM,C .Libya) seen fiee[ng south TI'tlllJ ·i;:;ate Cl. us:;Mc4 

U S. Department of State - Doc# C05456074 - Produced to HOGR - January 2014 
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Jmoves to Villa C. Places 
Ambassador STEVENS and IPO Sean SMITH : 

2142 • 2202 Approx USSMC into safe haven I 
·-- -----1--

2 LNG run to VIiia B followed by 
c:;;·,, ...... lan<L._Jrun to Office. 

2142.43 USSMC lruns to VJlla B. USSMC 6, 1 
2142.53 USSMC 1st Explosion near Cl Gate USSMC 12 

20·30 armed Intruders seen moving right to 
2143.20 USSMC left on road outside compound near Cl Gate . USSMC4 

2143.50 USSMC Armed Intruders seen on compound USSMC 12 

2144.00 USSMC ind Explosion near Cl Gate USSMC8 

land c:::::::Jattempt to move to USSMC 6, 
VIiia C but see multiple armed Intruders I 

blocking Alley. They return to Villa Band I 

2144.58 USSMC barricade inside. I 

I I . 
I 

2145-2232 Approx USSMC I J andc=]remaln Inside Villa B I 
Armed Intruders seen In.Alley between Villa B 

2144.58 USSMC and Villa C USSMCS 

2145 Tripoli RSO Tripoli notified of attack Tripoli TOC Log 
Embassy Vehicle Stolen and C3 Gate left 

2145.38 USSMC Open USSMClO 

214633 2148.37 Annex Annex Personnel begin donning body armor Annex 8 
ARSO .___jTrlpoll) calls DSCC for 1 min, 3 · DSCC Call 

2147.13 Tripoli sec Record 
2 Attackers dragging 1 lNG - probable wouncj 

2148.36 .USSMC to leg. USSMC9 
2 armed Intruders find l LNG hiding behind 

2150.27 USSMC TOC USSMC2 
1 armed Intruder makes first unsuccessful 

2154.13 USSMC attempt to breach TOC. USSMC l 
2157.la USSMC 1st Fireball at QRF / Guest House USSMC4 

2201.23 U~SMC 2nd.Fireb.all at.QRF /Guest House USSMC 12 
Heavy smoke at location of Villa C suddenly 

2202.07 USSMC visible fr.om.Alley. USSMC5 
Heavy smoke suddenly visible from Camera 9 

2202.25 USSMC mounted on Villa c. USSMC9 

U.S. Department of State - Doc# C05456074 - Produced to HOGR - January 2014 
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-···____J becomes separated from 
STEVENS and SMITH in VIiia C due to smoke. 
L ... =.J receives SAF upon exiting via 
window.I !searches Villa C multiple 
times and ultimately retreats to VIiia C I J 

2202-2235 Aporox USSMC rooftop. I I 
2202.42 USSMC Multiple armed Intruders breach VIiia B. USSMC 1 

2 Vehicle motorcade (armored) departs 
Annex. Mercedes G-Serles W~gon and 
Mercedes Sedan. Presumed departure of Annex 6, S, 13, 

2203.20 2205.24 Annex Annex QRF Team 14 

Multiple armed intruders make second 
unsuccessful attempt to breach TOC. (Note: 

2203.53 USSMC TOC Is not breached during the attack) USSMC 1, 6 
Presumed tracer rounds seen streaking by. USSMC 6, 
C=::::Jreports receiving tracer fire from I I 

2208.11 USSMC beltfed machine gun. 
! I 

The majority of armed .Intruders on USSMC9, 12, 
2205.00 -2209.10 USSMC compound appear to exit Ol.lt of Gate Cl. 6, 1 

Last armed Intruder seen by camera on 
compound moving past Villa C toward Gate 

2214.00 USSMC Cl . USSMC9 
Benghazi 

2215 Unknown An·nex QRF en route and taking fire Tripoli me Lo~ 
2217.29 USSMC lmoves from TOC to Villa B U5SMC 1, 6 

L__j• l arid L__Jmove Vllla B to 
2232.59 USSMC TOC to get FAV. USSMC 1, 6 

I and L_Jdrive FAV from 
2235.25 USSMC TOC to Villa C. USSMC6, 5 

2236.35 • 223, .05 USSMC c=Jandl · ~ttempt entry to Vlila C USSMC 12 
17 February Martyrs' Brigade arrives at 

2238 USSMC compound Tripoli TOC Log 

D5 Agents Interact at Villa C w/ Unknown 
2239.26 USSMC male - possible 17 February Q.RF Member US5MC9 

Multiple armed LN arrive at VIiia C. Ukely 
2240.00 USSMC members of 17 February Martvrs' Brigade. USSMC9 

FAV moves back to TOC {to retrieve gas 
2241.50 USSMC masks). USSMCG, 5, 9 

FAV returns from roe to Villa c {presumably 
2243.22 USSMC with gas masks). USSMC 6, 5, 9 

U.S Depa1:ment of State - Doc# C05456074 - Produced to HOGR - January 2014 
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Dark ColGired Vehl:ole. parks at Cl exterior. 
Presumed to be .1st o_f 2 Annex QRF 
elemen.ts. Footage a-ftilr'ihdicates pe_rsonnel 

2247.22 USSMC: (lik,elv'tnllltia) ho.lding,north side perimeter USSMC4 
2nd of 2 Annex QRF elements enters 
compound on foot through C3 Gate. Footage 
after shows personnel (likely militia) holding 

2248.30 USSMC south side perimeter. USSMC 10 

DSAgents,·AnnexQRF, and 17 February 
fV1artyrs_1 Bfiga,de rherhbers attemptsearch 

2249.32 - 2307.15 USSM_C ·. and r¢sc~e of Viii,~ C. • USSMC 12 

Annex QRF element and 17 February Martyrs' USSMC 1, 
Brigade members enter TDC after 

I 2256.34 USSMC lo pens door. .. 

2258.17 USSMC I departs toe w/ 2. US't, laptoos. USSMC 6 

2301 USSMC Sean SMITH reported KIA Tripoli roe Log 
Anne11 QRF· mem~ers x2 'depart TDC with 
ttn'known equipment, {possi.ble encryption 

2304.07 USSMC · device for ClassNet laptops) USSMC 6 

2305.25 USSMC USSMC Exterior Lighting goes offline USSMC 12 
Dark Colored SUV mol/es ·onto oompeund 
tbrougli £1 Gate - likely Annex QRFSUV- FAV 
Mercedes G-Series'Wagon stagihg for 

2301.45 U$SMC evacu.atli>n. USSMC4 
Unknown explosive detonates several meters 

2310.00 USSMC Interior to C3 Gate. USSMC 10 

2312 USSMC Annex QRF reporj-ed _ln~ide compound. Tripoli TOC Log: 
Dark Colored SUV (presumed to be FAV 
Toyota Land Cruiser containing Sx DS Agents 
+ body of Sean SMITH) departs Cl Gate 

2316.24 USSMC heading east. USSMC4 
. 

Datk Colored SUV (presllmed to be FAV 
. ·, .' 

Toycita Land·cruiser containing sx OS.Agents 
+ body of Seaii_~MITH) crosses ~arr1era POV · 

2316.39 USSMC beading west .. " _USSM(; 4 

Benghazi All DS Personnel w/ SMITH depart compound 

2317 Unknown en route to Annex. FAV receives SAF Tripoli TDC Log 
. Multiple SAF arid small explosions iri viciniiy 

2318.42 .. US$MC. otq:~ate USSMC 10. 

U.S. Department of State - Doc# C05456074 - Produced to HOGR - January 2014 
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.Large dark colored SUV (presumed to be FAV 
Mercedes G Serles Wagon containing Annex 
QRF Team) departs Cl Gate heading east. 
Mult!ple Individuals (presumed to be 
February 17 Martyrs' Brigade Militia 

2319.07 USSMC members) depart Cl Gate on foot. USSMC4 
RPG launched th;rqugh open C3 Gat,,. 

2319)14 .USSMC Multlole SAF conl!nues. · . USSMC.10 
Unknown explosive detonates directly 

2319.52 USSMC Interior to C3 Gate. USSMC 10 
RPG launcliedtbfoJ,!!lh-open l:l Gat_e. 

2320.37 USSMC Multiple SAF £Oritlnues. USSMClO 

2320.50 USSMC Unknown explosion - exterior to C3 Gate USSMC10 

2320.51 . USSMC Unkhowti el(plbsion.• exterlotto.Cl Gate. USSMC4 
Dark Colored Toyota Land Cruiser arrives at 
Annex. Presumed to be 5x OSS Agents from Annex 6, 8, 13, 

2321.47 2323.51 Annex USSMC 14 
2$23.44 LI.SSMC Camera 10 for-the ca Gate goes offline USSMC 10 

Unknown explosive round (possible mortar?) 
recorded passing overhead of Gate Cl and 
Impacting In vicinity of north road near Villa 

2324.22 USSMC A. USSMC4, 7 
' 

2330 . Annex ···---:=}eports ~rrival at An.nex Tripoli TOC Log 

25 [ 1 - ~ 

' 

• I 

[__J E-~I 
2330-0530 Annex Annex receives sporadic SAF and RPGs r--~"~ 

Annex 6, 8, 13·, 
2336.24 2338.28 Anne>< . Mercedes G Series V)lagon returns to Am)ex 14 

Possible flare or tracer round passes 
2340.52 2342.56 Annex overhead to North Annex 10 

· Possib)e flijfe or tracerround xz passes 
2342.56 USSMC filVerhead • movirigwest to. east USSMC 6 

Mercedes G Series Wagon moved to 
2345.46 2347.50 Annex physically block primary entrance into Annex. Annex 8 

' ' 

.Unknown ijrfue;;Hntr\Jaers (presumed 
2345.53 USSM.e rioters/lhoters) wif/knotth from 03 Ga~e. U5SMC9 

U.S. Department of State· Doc# C05456074 - P,oduced to HOGR. January 2014 
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2346.54 USSMC} Armed Intruders approach TOC, loot FAVs USSMC6 
2348.40 USSMC ·., ~ilmera 6 for USSMC TOC goes offllne USSMC 6 

A mix of armed and unarmed intruders enter 

2349.09 USSMC TOC USSMC 1 
Armed and Unarmed Intruders begin 

2351.42 onward USSMC removing gear and papers from TOC. USSMC 1 
QRF / Guest House shows new or renewed 

2354.40 USSMC fire. USSMC4 

2355.40 USSMC Carner~ 9 covering the C3 Drive goes offllne USSMC9 

12 September 2012 
MV Toyot~ Land Cru!ser stolen from vicinity 

0001.24 USSMC ofTOC USSMC 1 

0003.17 ·0031.33 USSMC Cameras 1, 4110 offline for approx 28 min USSMC 1, 4 
0032.49 0034.53 Annex lndhtlduals movlnR In far east field Annex3 
0032.53 0034.57 Annex SAF originating (orobable) NE Annex3 

0033.15 0035.19 Annex S/1,f destroys flood IJght near NE ,;orner . Annex 3 
Individual approach perimeter wall from east 

0034.27 0036.31 Annex field. Annex2 
Annex 3, 4, 10, 

0034.35 0036.39 Annex . Possible IEO or RPG near NE oerlmeter corner 2,5 
Armed Unknown lndlviclual approaches 

0034.38 0036.42 Annex perimeter waif from east field. Annex 3 
Armed Unknown Individual departs 

0035.08 0037.12 Annex perimeter wall from east field. Annex 3 
Flash of Light visible· east side ofTOC. Likely 

0035.51 USSMC beginning of vehicle fire. USSMC1 

Unknown event occurs inside TOC (likely 
beginni~ of fire) which causes large crowd of 

0037.02 USSMC intruders to attempt to flee the.building. USSMC 1 
0037.07 USSMC 1st of 3 explosions from within VIiia C USSMC 12 
0037.25 USSMC 2nd of 3 e~plosions from within Villa c USSMC 12 

0037.l!S USSMC 3rd of 3 exnloslons from within Villa C USSMC12 

0037.45 USSMC Si)loke visible. emlnatingfrom TO.C USSMC l 

0038.16 USSMC Camera 12 for Cl Drive goes offllne USSMC 12 
0038.16 - 0039.48 USSMC Camera 1 goes offline, for 1 min, 32 se,. USSMC 1 

Flashlight by white sedan in east field and SAF 

0038.22 0040.26 Annex near NE corner of perimeter wall Annex 3, 10 
Sustained SAF and unknown explosive shot 
Impacts en east side of perimeter wall. Again 

0039.33 0041.37 Annex at0039.57 Annex 3 

0043.59 USSMC Large explosion in vicinity of Villa B USSMCl 

U.S. Department of Stale - Doc# C05456074 - Produced to HOGR - January 2014 
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0045.07 US~MC Large expldslo.n In vicinity 1;1f VIiia B USSMC 1 
0048,18 USSMC Intruder disables Camera 5 USSMC 5 

' Wblte Crewcab'l'lckup (probable Toyota 
Helix) heading to SW: towing black SUV 

0052.38 USSMC (possibly Mertede.s GS) USSMC 1 

0057.47 0059.51 Annex Flashlight visible on tree line In east field. Annex 3 
Small white:s'ubcompact:car ttirns around 

0059.50 USSMC· b.etW!!en TOC and \?lll~. B, USSMC.1 
likely RPG fired from east field. Likely strikes 

0108.38 0110.42 Annex Bldg B. Annex 3, 2 

' 
0110.31 0112.35. Anf)ex SAF impacts on eaitt side of p!JrJmeter. wall Annex.3 
0111.03 0113.07 Annex SAF near NE corner of perimeter wall Annex 3 

. 0111.15 01:1.3.19 Aonel! ,\nnl!X eametat 11 and 13 go off line · Annex 11, 13 
Likely Wire-Guided Munition hits compound 

0111.30 0113.34 Annex from east field. Annex3 
· Possible ,rfchecet or teturned fire from Annex 

personne1-.1mp~cts near wnlte ~edao 111 east 
0111.50 0113.54 Anne):(. :f!e!d, . Annex 3, 2 
0112.11 0114.15 Annex Sustalned SAF Annex 3, 2 

Dark, smafi SW /Hatc.hback staged dqe east 
· of Annex en so.ut.h road; vehicle drllies by at 

0148.30,,U-turns, and drlves liy agahi befl:lre 
0146.50 0148.54 'Annex departing GatrteFa View,, . , Annex6 

Unknown Individual - White T-shirt, Blue 
0149.19 01S1.23 Annex running pants, emerges from villa Annex 1, 6, 12 

Uhkno\l,'.Rindi.vidual from villa meets 
unkrtown ma.le- white capri~, white tanktop, 

. carrying oef/ 11hone, This 2)1d in~ividual walks 
0150.42 0152.46 An.nex dqwn to Armex.arn;l back at0153..3:S Annex 1, 6, 12 

Multiple Individuals seen moving through 
sheep herd due north of Annex. Probable 
surveillance. No weapons visible. Cellphones 

0156,24 0158.28 Annex In use. Annex 10 
IJ.S. Emoa:S5Y receives c.all from unknowll • 
indiyldqal st~tingthat[pdll/ldual mat~hlng " ' 

Benghazt • Anib.i~sador's ~esaription Is turre~tlyin 
0203 Unkn.own hospit;il. Tripoli TPC Log 

_· --~tasks! ro obtain Info on I 
0203-0415 Approx Annex oossibie location of STEVENS at hospital 

: 

Annex personnel c/r6j;, glow stick In :front ef 
0238.18 0240.22 Arinex . m11i~ .. entra11ce. Annex 14 

Benghazi otifiesL_-~hat STEVENS is I 

0415 Unknown KIA I 

U.S. Department of State· Doc# C05456074 • Produced to HOGR - January 2014 
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Unidentified LN Motorcade (Likely Fel:J 17 
M'artyrs' Brlgade) arrives an!!'parks in front of 
annex. 10-12 vehicles, some with markings 
and police lights. Approx. 6 Am.Cits· armed 
and w/ body armor. Presumably the QRF· 

0503.00 0505.04 Annex Medical Team:.from.Trlool!. Annex 6, 14 
Motorcade car alarms appear to go off. 
Drivers remove vehicles from the scene with 
great haste (likely due to sound of mortar 

0515.31 0517.35 Annex launching or arriving,) Annex l, 61 12 
Ll~elyflrst'./1-ior(arimpacts against exterior bf . . 

0515.36 0517.4.0 Annex north i>ertmetl!r-wall •. AnnE!x 4, 51. 7, 9 
Annex 1, 3, 4, 

0515.56 0518.0D Annex Cameras 1, 3, 4, 2, and 10 go off line 2, 10 
Ll~ely5t1cond mortar lmpactsiig~lnst or Just 

0515.57 os1s.01 Annex Inside o.f nprth,perlmeter wall. Annex5 
Mult1p1e tracer rounds pass east to west 

0516.04 0518.08 Annex along north perimeter wall. Annex 5 

l:lkell,' thln:f.mortar impacts interior of . . ' ) ~ ' . . '• 

0516.17 OSIB.21 Annex comooum:l; likely lmpa<;ts on/near Bldg C. Annex 5,.7 
Likely fourth mortar impacts interior of 

0516,28 0518.32 Annex compound. Annex 5, 7, 8 
· Ukelyflftli ·morta.r impacts against: exterior of 

0516.36 0518.40 Annex. 0!')!'.tb iieriri\eterwall. · Anne>( 5, 7, 9 
0516.48 0518.52 Annex Camera 8 goes off line Annex8 

Likel'/sb!th mortar lmpactsint~ricir of 
compot1nd, Camera 7 i;atches path of either a 

' . ·. ' 
0516.49 (,)518;53 Ant\eX e,omF)onentorttaci!r.re~nd. .. A(lnex 5, 7, 9 

0554.58 0557,02 Annex Partial damage vfslble to Bldg. c Annex 9 

Pr,ebabl.e Feb 11 Miinyrs' Brigade Mlliti;i 
mot\)TCli!de arrives and stages In fro Rt of 

0614.00 0616.04 ·Annex 
Annex. Appr$J<. ~0-60 vehicles, lncl\idlng 
techrdi;als w/ mount~ll weaoo.M.s .. Annex 6, 14, 
Annex personnel evacuate In Annex vehicles 
w/ LN motorcade support, 8 vehicles 
including a flatbed and pick up truck with KIA 

0632.33 0634.37 Annex andWIA. Annex 6, 14 
Heavy smcikesuddenlyvisible from vicinity of 

0635.40 0637.44 Annex Bldg. C Annex7 

Annex Vehicle (Toyota Helix Pickup) departs 
0635.50 0637.54 Annex Annex alone w/ 2 black gear bags. Annex 14 
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i 
II 

I I 

DSCC 
llenghazl t ,. :. depar.ts Benghazi with C] Chronological ,5 

0731 Airport ldandc:= I tog 
Benghazi ]receives body of STEVENS at i 

0825 Airport Benghazi Airport 
DSCC 

Chronological 
0838 Tripoli lstlilrcraft.arrives Tripoli · LOI! 

2nd Aircraft departs Benghazi with DSCC 
Benghazi r pnd bodies of SMITH and Chronological 

0954 Airport STEVENS Loa. 
DSCC 

Chronological 

1133 . _Tripoli 2nd Aircra~ arrives Trlpoil Log 

This tlmeline gives preference to time/date stamps over Interview recollections where they conflict. 
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The following timeline, the “Timeline of Department of Defense Actions September 
11-12, 2012,” provides further detail about the Defense Department actions that oc-
curred during the attack. This is a timeline of events compiled by the Defense De-
partment.  The timeline does not disclose when the forces were ready to deploy or 
when those forces actually moved. 
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Timeline of Department of Defense Actions on September 11-12, 2012 

All times are Eastern Daylight Time (EDT, Washington, DC) 

and Eastern European Time (EET, Benghazi) 

Tuesday. September 11, 2012 

EDT// EET 

-3:42 pm// 9:42 pm The incident starts at the facility in Benghazi. 

3:59 pm// 9:59 pm An unarmed, unmanned, surveillance aircraft is directed to reposition overhead 

the Benghazi facility. 

4:32 pm// 10:32pm The National Military Command Center at the Pentagon, after receiving initial 

reports of the incident from the State Department, notifies the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense and the Joint Staff. The information is quickly passed to 

Secretary Panetta and Genera l Dempsey. 

5:00 pm// 11:00pm Secretary Panetta and General Dempsey attend a previously scheduled meeting 

with the President at the White House. The leaders discuss potential responses 

to the emerging situation. 

5:10 pm// 11:10 pm The diverted surveillance aircraft arrives on station over the Benghazi facility. 

-s :30 pm// 11:30 pm All surviving American personnel have departed the facility. 

6:00-8:00 pm // 
12:00-2:00 am Secretary Panetta convenes a series of meetings in the Pentagon with senior 

officials including General Dempsey and General Ham. They discuss additional 
response options for Benghazi and for the potential outbreak of further violence 
throughout the region, particularly in Tunis, Tripoli, Cairo, and Sana'a. 
During these meetings, Secretary Panetta directs (provides verbal authorization) 

the following actions: 

1) A Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team {FAST) platoon, stationed in Rota, Spain, 
to prepare to deploy to Benghazi, and a second FAST platoon, also stationed 
in Rota, Spain, to prepare to deploy to the Embassy in Tripoli. 

2) A EUCOM special operations force, which is training in Central Europe, to 
prepare to deploy to an intermediate staging base in southern Europe. 

3) A special operations force based in the United States to prepare to deploy 
to an intermediate staging base in southern Europe. 

During this period, actions are verbally conveyed from the Pentagon to the 

affected Combatant Commands in order to expedite movement of forces upon 

receipt of formal authorization. 

-G:30 pm// 12:30 am A six-man security team from U.S. Embassy Tripoli, including two DoD 

personnel, departs for Benghazi. 
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-1:30 pm I I 1:30 am The American security team from Tripoli lands in Benghazi. 

-8:30pm II 2:30 am The National Military Command Center conducts a Benghazi Conference Call 

8:39pm I I 2:39 am 

8:53pm II 2:53 am 

with representatives from AFRICOM, EU COM, CENTCOM, TRANSCOM, SOCOM, 

and the four services. 

As ordered by Secretary Panetta, the National Military Command Center 

transmits formal authorization for the two FAST platoons, and associated 

equipment, to prepare to deploy and for the EUCOM special operations force, 

and associated equipment, to move to an intermediate staging base in southern 

Europe. 

As ordered by Secretary Panetta, the National Military Command Center 

transmits formal authorization to deploy a special operations force, and 

associated equipment, from the United States to an intermediate staging base 

in southern Europe. 

- 11:00 pm II 5:00 am A second, unmanned, unarmed surveillance aircraft is directed to relieve the 

initial asset still over Benghazi. 

-11:15 pm II 5:15 am The second facility in Benghazi comes under mortar and rocket propelled 

grenade fire. 

Wednesday. September 12. 2012 

12:05 am II 6:05am AFRICOM orders a C-17 aircraft in Germany to prepare to deploy to Libya to 

evacuate Americans. 

- 1:40 am II 7:40 am The first wave of American personnel depart Benghazi for Tripoli via airplane. 

-4:00 am I I 10:00 am The second wave of Americans, including the fallen, depart Benghazi for Tripoli 

8:15 am I I 2:15 pm 

1:17 pm II 7:17 pm 

1:57 pm I I 7:57 pm 

2:56 pm I I 8:56 pm 

3:28 pm II 9:28 pm 

via airplane. 

The C-17 departs Germany en route Tripoli to evacuate Americans. 

The C-17 departs Tripoli en route Ramstein, Germany with the American 

personnel and the remains of Ambassador Stevens, Sean Smith, Tyrone Woods, 

and Glen Doherty. 

The EUCOM special operations force, and associated equipment, arrives at an 

intermediate staging base in southern Europe. 

The FAST platoon, and associated equipment, arrives in Tripoli. 

The special operations force deployed from the United States, and associated 

equipment, arrives at an intermediate staging base in southern Europe. 

4:19 pm II 10:19 pm The C-17 arrives in Ramstein, Germany. 




